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"CHAPLAINS IN PUBLIC SAFETY"

"Serving those who serve . .."

Life & Death Chaplain Mark Evans
Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office

I have dealt with death all my life - from family members and friends to complete
strangers whom I come across because of my job as a Chaplain. A Chaplain usually does not get
called out unless something tragic has happened. Suicides, SIDS, accidents, natural deaths: peo-
ple deal with death in different ways. Some get hysterical. Some weep. Others try to be strong
for their family members. But however they deal with it - death is an unwelcomed guest.

A long-time member of our church recently lost his wife. They had been married 62
years. Some might say it should be expected to lose a spouse in old age. But how do you prepare to live without someone
you have lived with and loved for that long? You don't. Death is an unwelcomed guest. Even worse, death visited his door
two times more and took two of his three daughters within weeks of his wife dying. One had been in bad health - the other
had been caring for her mother. They died young and at different times. Neither was expected - neither was welcomed. |
did a joint funeral for mom and one daughter in one service and shortly thereafter for the second daughter.

My neighbor who was a godly man with a wife and a 5 year old daughter died in his sleep a few months ago. My
niece who was one week shy of her due date lost her soon to be firstborn son. How do we reconcile these deaths and the
fact that we believe in a good God? The question always comes - Why? Why them? Why now? Why, God?

And here T am writing a note about death when God decided to spare my life. Not only did I come close to dying
during a recent emergency surgery, but had I not been in the right place at the right time, I most likely would have died.
My wife looked up the statistics for the type of injury I had and found that the mortality rate for those who discover it
early is 75% and 90% for those who don't. I just happened to be going back to the hospital to take my wife to an appoint-
ment. So death passed over me that day.

I wish I had an answer for people when they ask me why their loved one died. I have a lot of theological answers
but none of them satisfy a grieving loved one. So I stand by their side and grieve with them. The unwelcomed guest vis-
ited. All I can do is help them through the process of death and grief. I do my best to memorialize their lives when I do
the funeral. Some people's lives are easy to memorialize because they have lived a good life. Others you have to search
deep for anything good to talk about. One day we will all be greeted by the unwelcomed guest - death.

But why was I spared? I am no better than the next guy. People's prayers are not more powerful for me than the
prayers that went up for others. It was just not my time. Psalm 139:16 says, "All the days ordained for me were written in
your book before one of them came to be." I have a purpose on this earth and it has not been completed. I do not know my
last day, but God does. Psalm 90:12 says, "Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom." We
need to use each day we have been given to the best of our ability. Make this day count!

I want to thank each and every one of you who held me up in prayer during my recent hospital stay. Thank you
also to those who sacrificed greatly to donate toward my medical bills. The Command Staff from the Sheriff’s Office, the
Clackamas County Peace Officer’s Association Benevolence Foundation, the CCSO Reserve Unit, and numerous indi-
viduals donated funds to help my family. Even more amazing was that I received donations from some of my fellow
chaplains — men and women who themselves rely on donations to make a living. [ am truly blessed! I am doing very well
now and am back to no restrictions working as a Chaplain, a Pastor, and a Reserve Deputy!

“A chaplain is the person who gets to give others hope in the midst of the worst day of their life.”
Chaplain Steve Brodehl




needs of public safety personnel,

Our Mission . . .
"Public Safety Chaplaincy
shall coordinate the highest
quality services to meet the
unique spiritual and emotional

e Suicides

e Weddings
e Funerals

their families, and the
communities they serve."

Areas of Service this summer ...

e Death Notifications
e Pre-marital Counseling

e On Scene fatal accidents
e National Night Out

e West Side Compassion—served 270 people
e Teaching/Training Stress Management Classes
e Lay Offs of Public Safety Personnel

PSC Chaplains
——» made 751 calls

— serving 1,421.5 hours,

—> not including retreats,

o Assist Officers with Welfare Check—
check on well-being of person
¢ Coordinated Washington County Fire Chaplains meeting
e  Grief Counseling
e Meeting with Medical Teams International
e Drownings

— during July and August e Hospital Visits

e Retreats for Law Enforcement Families

Chaplain Carol Elms, Tillamook Co Sheriff’s Office, is now a certified
instructor with International Conference of Police Chaplains (ICPC) .
She will be teaching basic (level one) chaplaincy classes.

She is also certified as a Trainer for Children’s Disaster Training.

Congratulations, Carol !!!
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You Search or Shop...
We Give!

Download the toolbar at http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/ It’s easy to
install.

Search the web directly from the built-in search box. Each search generates a
donation (about a penny per search) for your cause!

Every time you shop online at any of your favorite stores you will earn a
donation for PSC. Over 1,300 stores including Apple, Best Buy, Gap,
PetSmart, Dell, and Staples ae pitching in and will donated a perscentage of
each sale to PSC. There is no extra cost to you. When you're at the store's
website, our toolbar will automatically light up displaying the percentage do-
nated and any available coupons.

With the new toolbar, your purchases will generate donations even if you for-
get to start your shopping at GoodSearch or GoodShop!

Board Members

BE A CHAMPION OF THE CAUSE
Let others know about our Chaplains

John Cage
Lindsay Coppinger, Wes Ervin
Interim Chair
Chief Jerry Giger
Donna Larson,
Secretary Dave Griffiths
Jerry Propst, Gerald Montgomery
Treasurer Glenn VanBlarcom

Dispatch

Thank vou to
Our Sponsors

Bilby Tax & Accounting
Dave Bilby Sr.
15 82nd Drive, Suite 221
Gladstone, OR 97027
503-723-4223

Buns Inc - Maggie's Buns
Maggie Pike
2007 21st Ave
Forest Grove, OR 97116
503-992-2231

Sunset Presbyterian Church
14986 NW Cornell Rd
Portland, OR 97229
503-292-9293

A Special Thank You to
Howard Hedinger
And the
Hedinger Family
Foundation

PO Box 187 . Beaverton, OR . 97075

Public Safety Chaplaincy is a registered 501©(3).

503-643-8686 or info@pschaplains.org
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