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"Serving those who serve . . ." 

 Chief Jeff Groth of the Sherwood Police Department addressed the 

Beaverton Optimist Club at their Thursday, January 8th breakfast.  Why was the 

Sherwood Chief speaking in Beaverton?  Wally Johnston, our Executive Chap-

lain, is a member of the club and the club is a sponsor for Wally. 

 The Chief spoke about the Process the department is going through, 

the Pride of those serving, and the People who serve.  He gave them insights 

regarding the invaluable resource the chaplain is in helping with the transforma-

tion.  It was his way of saying “Thank you” for helping Wally do what he does 

in service, not only to Sherwood, but Beaverton as well.  Chaplain Johnston 

received some great compliments regarding the Chief’s talk that morning.  

Thanks again, Chief Groth, for your support of Public Safety Chaplaincy. Chief Jeff Groth of Sherwood with Chaplain Wally  
and Dick Schouten, Beaverton Optimist President  

and Washington County Commissioner  

 Frequently on tragic scenes you may see a chaplain. He is mostly there to help the emergency service 

personnel deal with what is happening on scene. It can be kind of crazy at accident scenes.  

 Let me take you to a two car accident with several teens involved. They somehow escaped out of man-

gled mess of cars. When the fire unit arrives they begin doing an assessment. They put several of the teens on 

backboards with neck braces as they continue their work with others. I had been called by dispatch since they 

didn’t know how serious it was and might need the attention of a chaplain. As it turned out it was serious but 

not tragic.  

 I was standing by one of the teens when several parents showed up, including this girl’s mother. Mom 

took one look at her daughter lying on a back board with a neck brace on and her head taped to the backboard. 

She reacted as you might imagine. Things went ballistic! Parents were screaming certain that their child had been critically injured. They lit 

on the fire personnel with questions about how serious their child was injured. It seemed like they all started asking questions at once. Po-

lice officers and firemen are used to critical situations and for the most part are very good at responding to questions but they were over-

whelmed by these parents  

 Finally one officer said, “talk to the Chaplain” and looked desperately at me. It took a few minutes to get the parents all together 

and away from the scene. I shared with them, “I want you all to understand what is happening to your children. It appears that for the most 

part they are very fortunate considering the damage to the cars. You may be wondering why many of them are on backboards and in neck 

braces. It would help you if you understood the process. The medical personnel start with an assumption. 'What is the worst thing that could 

happen to this child?' Now it is obvious that they are not dead so the next question, 'What is the next worst thing that could happen?' They 

could have serious spinal damage or head injuries. Well when fire and police arrived it didn't appear that that was a problem as they were all 

up and walking. However... we have all been to scenes where someone appeared to be OK but later had a serious medical problem. So you 

start with the worst possible situation. You can later upgrade them but for the moment you need to work on a worse case scenario. That is 

why your children are on backboards and have neck braces. It is better to assume the worst and hoping in the end these precautions were not 

needed.  I can't tell you that they are okay but it appears so and we are just be extra careful.” At that point things significantly calmed down 

and the parents went into help mode.  

 As chaplains we realize that the victims are not just those being worked on by paramedics.  We know that family and friends are 

emotional victims and need our care.  So “Checking out the crowd” has become one of my duties at these scenes. 

Visit us on the web at:   www.publicsafetychaplaincy.org 
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 Every quarter when I receive the newsletter for the Public Safety Chaplaincy several things go through my mind and I read it with a 

great sense of gratitude that your organization is there for our safety officers and their families and for the communities at large. 

  My first experience with a Police Chaplain was August 21, 1996 when I came home from work to find my husband of 2 1/2 months 

not breathing.  He had had a heart attack in the afternoon at the age of 36.  My neighbor called 911 and the police and fire arrived.  I don't 

remember a lot about that day but I do remember that the police officer who had told me that Steve had passed away was very compassionate 

and just sat with me on my front lawn for a long time as I tried to take in what had just happened.  Shortly after that the Police Chaplain ar-

rived and I don't know his name.  He stayed with me for a very long time.  As you can imagine, I was hysterically crying and screaming out to 

the Lord asking him why this happened and begging him to take it back.  The Chaplain sobbed right along with me and prayed with me. He 

didn't try to give some answer- it was as if he felt my pain right along with me.  I have always wanted to thank the officers that responded to 

this situation, and since I don't know who they are I will do it through you. 

  My second experience was when my nephew had brain surgery after his little brother had accidently hit him in the head with a golf 

club.  You were there, at the hospital, for such a long time and that made such an impression on our family.  All of us were so frightened for 

the boys and the gentleness and caring actions you took in this situation was so greatly appreciated and helped to calm things enough to keep 

it bearable for all of us. 

  Over the years my brother-in-law has told me how much you have meant to him and affected his life positively and for all of the 

years that he has been in law enforcement just knowing that he had someone that he could talk to about all the ups and downs that come with 

a career in law enforcement has been a great comfort. 

  I have been remarried for the last eight years and my husband became a deputy about 5 years ago.  Of the four deputies that went to 

the academy with him, three have been involved in shootings in their short tenure (including him).  Our world is changing.  While I hope and 

pray my husband never finds himself in a situation where he has to use his gun, I know the reality is that he might very well have to.  Know-

ing that you and all of the Chaplains give of your time and your heart for these families is such a comfort. 

  This is kind of a long way to say "thank you" and I will continue to support financially. I wanted to send a personal thank you to 

you, all of the Chaplains, the Board, and the volunteers for this very important program.  You make a huge impact in people's lives and I just 

wanted to express my sincere appreciation. 

  In His name,  

 Susan 

A letter written from a supporter of PSC, November 24, 2008 

   Thank you to a special volunteer 
 

 

Marci Reynolds works at “Hp” in Corvallis in the printer 

development division as supervisor.   With a degree in 

Horticulture she was the only female and non-Engineer in 

a group of 30 selected to travel to Singapore two years ago 

for a month to establish a printer production facility 

there.  She lives in Adair Village with her  

husband, Josh and cat Lark. 

Marci donates through her company's employee donation 

program 

Thank you, Marci. 
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