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HOLD THAT OPINION

By Chaplain Mark A. Evans
Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office

Most of us have probably read or heard about the recent officer involved shooting in
Anaheim, California. According to the news, a 20-year-old innocent man was shot by a police &
officer who was chasing suspected burglars through the neighborhood. The article gave limited
details based on the information available at the time of printing. The comments section attached
to the article, however, had numerous “opinions” about the event.

It is not my desire to add my “opinion” to the list because | was not there. | did not see,
hear, or feel what the officer felt. | do not know the amount of time on the job this officer had, the amount of training he
had, or the type of previous experiences he has had in situations like this. | do not know what information had been given
to him about the call. | do not know how light or dark it was or what the “weapon” looked like that was in the victim’s hands.
| do not know how tired the officer was, how good his vision is in the dark or what the terrain and weather was like. | do not
know his mental state. The article did not tell me these things. These will all have to come out in the investigations to follow
an officer involved shooting.

What | do know is that the officer is going to go through an investigation. Most likely his uniform and gun will be
taken from him as evidence. He will be placed on administrative leave while the investigation is pending. The case will go
before a Grand Jury to decide if there is enough evidence to take this to criminal trial. If the Grand Jury decides there is
enough evidence of a crime, the officer may spend months and years in court hearings and trials and could face prison.
Even if he is found not guilty, he then faces civil liability, further court proceedings, and the possibility of huge financial
loss. Meanwhile his case will be reviewed by his department’s shooting review board.

All law enforcement officers face this challenge everyday they go to work. They do not know what the next call or
traffic stop will bring. They try their best to be prepared for any and every situation. But they can never prepare for the
aftermath of a shooting. They will second-guess themselves. They will likely be haunted by nightmares or flashbacks of the
event. They will fear the outcome of the investigation even if they know it was the best decision they could have made.
They will be misunderstood by family, friends, co-workers, and the opinionated public at large. In the event of an unin-
tended victim — they will carry the pain of guilt and sorrow for the victim and his/her family forever.

As a Public Safety Chaplain it is my job to support and encourage the law enforcement officers in the midst of their
daily challenges and in the aftermath of a shooting or other critical incident. My heart and my prayers go out for those who
daily place their lives, their futures, and their families on the line so that we can be free to hold our “opinions.”

Tillamook County

Between Aug. 9 and Sept. 27, eight people died in five accidents in the county, and
the closeness of the community makes it difficult for law enforcement to cope.

"This is a particularly difficult time because of the rapid succession of
events and also the intensity of the incidents," said Carol EIms, who with
her husband, John EIms, is a volunteer chaplain for the Tillamook County
Sheriff's Office.

"The intensity of the things they had to see, the things they had to cope
with that human beings should never have to cope with, never have to
see. Their inability to prevent these. . . . It is all a part of their lives. Offi-
cers try to make sense out of situations that are senseless."

From an article by:
For complete story go to: LORI TOBIAS
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Greetings from Columbia County (i.e. Scappoose, St. Helens)!

The chaplaincy work here is different than that of the larger metropolitan areas. Yes, | do ride
-alongs, help with death notifications, work with families involved in traumatic situations, make drop-in §
contacts with my “parishioners”, and conduct occasional funerals and public ceremonies. But being in
a rural area, I'm involved with the Search and Rescue Team, helping them on scene with defusing [ llu--
and debriefing. I've taught some classes for their spring training the past three years — and have had
a lot of fun doing them. With Scappoose Fire, | work on the Logistics team. This team has acquired a
brand new Dodge Sprinter, equipped with supplies to help the fire and rescue crews with needed
water and energy snacks. We set up Rehab, help change out air bottles, and also carry traffic cones
and signs for traffic control. The Logistics team has 7 members, each having an area of expertise
(e.g. EMT Basic, photography, chaplaincy of course, and general organizational skills.) | also have
served for one year as the President of the County Fire Fighter's Association. | currently serve on the
911 Center’s Advisory Board.

Through the years, I've helped herd cattle and horses back into their respective fenced area; used the phone for a
death notification to mainland China; dealt with a traumatized semi-truck driver who spoke only Russian. This August, we had
a line-of-duty death funeral. | was asked to conduct it. After one of our fire chiefs finished his remarks, picked up his notes,
and sat down with the rest of our department, | discovered that he had taken my notes. Fighting the temptation to “wing it”, |
asked the approximately 1000 in attendance to pause for a moment while | stage whispered (amplified over the sound system)
to the chief that he had my motes. He blushed, handed me my script and the service continued.

Being a chaplain is certainly not dull! Thank you to all of you who pray and support us out here in the field!

Chaplain John Stetzer
Scappoose Police and Fire,
Columbia County Sheriff’s Office,
Columbia 911 Center

aSh o Thank vou to a special volunteer

News Fl

Richard Mock is our web site manager.
Married to Mary and retired from Tek
for several years, Dick has taken on the
volunteer task of maintaining our web
site. He loves to work at the computer
and besides our web site he manages his
Churches and others. He likes to camp
and travel and is a Ham radio opera-
tor. He lives in the forested hill suburbs
of Banks.

Our very own Joel Peterson has been elected to
serve as Northwest Regional Director for the
Federation of Fire Chaplains.

The NW Region includes the states of: Oregon,
Washington, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, and
Alaska

Congratulations, Joel.
PO Box 187

Beaverton, OR 97075

He is a blessings to this ministry.

Public Safety Chaplaincy is a registered 501(c)(3). Thanks, Dick!
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